
Spanish-American War Timeline 
1894 
  The United States imposes a tariff on sugar that harms Cuba’s economy. 
1895 
  February—J. Marti’s, found of the Cuban Revolutionary Party, launches a 
rebellion for independence against Spain.  He dies in battle. 
  September—The Republic of Cuba is formally recognized as a U.S. territorial 
state. 
1898 
  February 15—Sinking of the U.S.S. Maine in Havana harbor.  The explosion was 
attributed to a Spanish mine. 258 American died. 

  April 21—President William McKinley approved a congressional resolution 
demanding Spain’s withdrawal from Cuba. 
  April—President William McKinley 

sent out a nationwide call for 125,000 volunteers.  Iowa 
provided 4 infantry,  light artillery batteries, 1 signal 
company and 1 colored (African American) infantry 
company.  Total Iowa forces were 5,000 men. 

  April 24—Spain declares war on America. 
  April 26— At the State Fair Grounds in Des Moines, Iowa 

National Guard troops were mustered into federal 
service. 

  The Spanish-American War is fought in two theaters:   
the Caribbean and the South Pacific. 

  May 1— First battle of the Spanish-American War; 
Admiral George Dewey destroys the Spanish Fleet at Battle of Manila Bay. 

  June 3—U.S.S. Iowa  battleship fired the first shot of the Battle of Santiago.   
  July 1—The Battle of San Juan Hill was the bloodiest and most famous battle of the Spanish-American 

War.  It was also one of the greatest victories for the Rough 
Riders (cavalry unit). 

  August 12—Armistice ends Spanish-American War 
  August 14—America sends 10,000 troops to occupy the 

Philippines.  
  December 19— The 49th Iowa Infantry served as an 

occupational force in Cuba until April 5, 1899 
1899 
  February 6—Peace settlement between American and Spain.  

Spain ceded Puerto Rico, Guam and the Philippine Islands to 
America. 

  March—51st Iowa Infantry saw duty 
on the island of Luzon, in the 
Philippines, until August 1899. 
  November 2,—The last of Iowa troops were mustered out of service at San 
Francisco. 
After the War 
  President McKinley asked Grenville Dodge (Iowa Civil War General) to chair 
the “Dodge Commission” charged with investigating accusations of neglect that 
led to appalling conditions in U.S. military camps during the Spanish-American 

war.  The main conclusions were that a lack of preparedness and bureaucratic 
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